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	RE:  Letter of Commitment, US DOE DE-FOA-0000000, Proposal Title “Solar-Powered Rockets for All”

	Dear Dr. Shatner,
The Laika Research Institute, Division of Rocketry is pleased to be a part of the proposal submitted under the Funding Opportunity Announcement, DE-FOA-0000000, entitled “Solar-Powered Rockets for All.”  The proposed development of the creation of solar-powered rockets is of great interest to use due to its potential applications in many of our ongoing projects.  The creation of solar-powered rockets has great potential to significantly lower the cost of propelling rockets into the atmosphere and will greatly expand their commercial application, as well as reducing the amount of environmentally harmful waste.  

The Laika Institute is fully committed to providing Booth Rocketry with the staff, facilities, and other necessary resources to ensure the success of this proposal if approved.  The group has significant experience and the necessary infrastructure for the proposed development of solar fuel cells and the required testing.  We have access to advanced battery machines, battery development equipment, and other essential equipment that will be critical for carrying out the proposed research and exploring the energy possibilities provided by solar power.  

As indicated in the cost proposal attached to this document, the Laika Research Institute will provide access and assistance for the development of the solar batteries required for your project.  The total amount that we are requesting for this assistance is $30,000, which is broken down as follows:

Personnel costs:  $8000 
Dr. Isabelle Knopfler will dedicate 100 hours to the oversight and development of the project.  Her hourly rate is $60.  Total for Dr. Knopfler - $6000.
1 technician will dedicate 80 hours to assist with battery design.  Hourly rate is $25.  Total costs for technician - $2000.

Equipment rental and use:  $22,000
Under our agreement, the computer modeling lab, battery development equipment, and other related machines will be utilized for the research and development of your project.  Dr. Nichols, the PI, will have access to these items and services, during our regular business hours, for 6 months of the project, beginning in February 2024 and ending in August 2024.   
We will provide regular billing detailing the work performed, personnel involved, and hours attributed to the project and any other documentation that you might require to remain compliant with the terms of the award.  

Dr. Isabelle Knofler will oversee this project at the Laika Institute and coordinate the team members and their efforts.  We are ready to perform the work under this program as detailed in the full proposal.  This proposal presents a truly remarkable opportunity and if funded, we are committed to ensuring its success and will provide the necessary staff and resources as detailed in the application package.  We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
Dr, Sampson Spahn
Dr. Sampson Spahn,
Group Leader,
Laika Research Institute
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